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	Kanaan Kanaan
1103 NE 80th Ave.,

Portland, OR 97213

Phone: +1.503.262.2641

E-mail: kanaan.kanaan@gmail.com
www.kanaankanaan.com


EDUCATION 
Master of Fine Arts in Painting and Mixed Media, Warnborough University (Dublin, Ireland) –June 2006

Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts with high honors, with a concentration in Graphic Design, Portland State University (Portland, OR) – June 1999







Associate Degree, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning – HVAC, National College (Amman, Jordan) – May 1987



LANGUAGES 

Fluent in English and Arabic.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Teacher/Consultant/Artist/Trainer

American Culture and Language Institute (ACALI)

Foreign Student Program Development and Consultant

Portland, OR
2014-Present
ACALI offers a wide range of services to help foreign students acclimate in a new culture and provide them with support services needed to ensure their success academically and provide mentorship, acculturation, study plans and tutoring services as well as assist find accommodations with American families.

Responsibilities and duties include:

· Recruit, consult, advise and assist in college and language admission process.

· Creation of curriculum to address acculturation and acclimation issues so that international students excel academically.

· Oversight of day-to-day operations, including recruitment and retention.

· Creation and provision of services to institutions to help retain international students.

· Assistance of homestay and housing.

· Mentoring and tutoring programs.

· Establishing a comprehensive and integrated international student program to ensure student academic success, professional development, and school/life balance.

· Maintaining resources for international students to help them successfully navigate cultural differences and homesickness.

· Through personalized and focused teaching processes, development of tools (academic, social, etc.) to assist international students so that they succeed in their fields of study.

· Maintaining and measuring successes that reflect objectives and desired outcomes of ACALI's vision and mission.
Adjunct Research Assistant
Regional Research Institute, Portland State University
Portland, OR
2014-2015
Project summary:
A team of researchers at Portland State University (PSU) is conducting a joint project with colleagues at Qatar University (QU) to investigate the factors that contribute to Qatari students’ post-secondary academic aspirations, persistence, and success. The research project was approved by PSU and uses interviews to gather student data. The data collected will be analyzed to identify and explore the impact of academic and non-academic factors (e.g., institutional, cross-cultural, societal, family) on students’ enrollment decisions, academic motivation, choices, and achievement. Project findings will be used to develop enhanced programs to help Qatari students thrive in their post-secondary education, particularly in an American university setting. Research results will be available upon the study’s completion. This project is being conducted with a grant awarded by the Qatar National Research Fund.

Responsibilities/Duties:
Work in collaboration with the Qatar project staff to: Recruit interviewees, obtain information consent, conduct interviews in Arabic or English, assist with qualitative coding of interviews, and assist with quality-checking of transcription.

international Student Retention Specialist
Office of International Affairs, Portland State University
Portland, OR
2011-2014





Responsibilities/Duties:
· Increase interaction among Portland State University’s diverse, multicultural staff and various departments and schools, throughout the university.

· Work closely with international student-led clubs and their leaders.

· Provide cross-cultural/international training for staff and faculty as a means to create a culturally diverse work environment.

· Enhance international student success and retention through the provision of academic and developmental support services such as supplemental academic advising, personal counseling, academic skills workshops/classes, and appropriate referrals that guide students as they transition into Intensive English Language Program (IELP) and/or pre-college preparatory, as well as students interested in transferring to PSU.

· Facilitate and direct students to available PSU resources and external resources.

· Create a welcoming environment for all international students at PSU.

· Be accessible to advise all students, faculty, advisors and staff on issues related to international student retention.

· Attend higher education conferences as a means to enhance knowledge of the role of international education and regulations pertaining to international students.

· Integrate with diverse and multicultural staff to provide effective and efficient advising for current and prospective international students and collaborate with college partners in retention and engagement efforts.

· Provide culturally competent advising for international students struggling academically and recommend college success strategies to retain students who are having academic difficulties. 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Adjunct Professor/Department of Art, Interactive Media

Portland State University, Portland, OR
2002-2010
Adjunct Faculty, Multimedia Instructor

The Art Institute of Portland (Portland, OR)
2003-2004
Art Instructor/Visiting Artist

Muslim Educational Trust Middle School (Beaverton, OR)
2003-2004
Courses Taught:

Computer Graphics
An introduction to computer graphics as a technical and creative medium for art and design. Students’ participation in lecture, lab, and the studio is required. Lectures introduce concepts of vector and raster graphics including digital type, image and device resolution, electronic color theory, file formats, and digital print technologies. Labs assist with fluency in computer graphics applications, while studios apply concepts and applications to creative projects.
Foundation Studio III: Digital Media/Time Design
This is an introduction to concepts, tools, techniques, processes, and practices of digital and time-based media. Students survey and explore a range of digital media, including photographic imaging, illustration, visual narrative, video, and animation. Lectures, readings, discussions, and studio projects place the exploration within contemporary and art historical contexts.
Digital Imaging and Illustration I
This studio course focuses on digital image creation with an emphasis on photo-illustration, vector illustration, and hybrid illustration techniques. Also included are Image-capture, compositing, retouching, stylistic treatments, shading, typography, and simulated three-dimensional imagery. Workflow and production issues are addressed, including color pre-press and digital formats appropriate to multiple media.
Digital Drawing and Painting 
This studio course introduces concepts and processes in computer graphics through a set of defined problems examined through digital drawing and painting applications. Projects explore a range of tools and techniques used in the digital paint environment, such as the acquisition of imagery. The unique features of digital tools and techniques are investigated in terms of their relationships with traditional materials and processes. A critical and conceptual framework is developed for the users of these tools in a fine art context, with an emphasis on using the computer as an artist’s tool and the inclusion of digital art forms and processes into the mixed media studio.

This art studio explores digital painting and drawing issues of studio art. It begins with an overview of what drawing and painting with its traditional tools can convey. There is a comparison to the painting and drawing tools on the computer. Students will explore these tools keeping in mind this comparison. There will be various projects weekly, and each student designs a final project. Some assignments are printed but most are handled in the class folder on the server.
Interactive Media I
This studio course is an interactive design for the Web focusing on information architecture, navigation systems, and visual interface. HTML markup and the use of visual design tools are assessed, as are the creation and optimization of graphics and compressed formats. The experience of Web production workflow for development of site projects is evaluated. Topics include usability and aesthetics of Web media.
Interactive Media II
This studio course in interactive design for the Web focuses on enhanced interactivity through the integration of animation, video clips, audio, and other media. The course includes:
•
Development of animation for the Web through vector and bitmap formats.
•
Preparation and compression of audio, video, and animation for optimum delivery.
•
Project development of Web portfolios.
•
Review of current work in the field, to establish principles for appropriate design, usability, and effective communication.
Interactive Team
This course is dedicated to interactive media design and development for internal and external community clients. Design solutions are presented, critiqued, and revised based on initial and ongoing client contact. Sites are developed, deployed, tested, and maintained on web servers. Team-based design and development process are coordinated through project management practices. Emphasis is placed on strategic and tactical design process, industry standards, usability studies, business proposals, design documents, and other professional practices.
Digital Portfolio for Artist
This studio course for visual artists focuses on design and development of digital portfolios in web, PDF, and print formats. Concepts of portfolio development and graphic design are applied to create an effective communication of the artist’s body of work. Students develop skills in digital production techniques including scanning and preparing artwork for each type of format using proper completion and optimization. Portfolios are assembled in each format, then printed, written to CD ROM, and posted to a web server.
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Graphic Design
Broad experience and demonstrated ability in:

· Concept development, definition, use of color theory and typography, and creation of structural elements for complex projects including flow charts and storyboards. 

· Image manipulation and creation of original artwork using leading design tools and software such as Photoshop, Illustrator and other industry standard applications. 

· A range of techniques, from Multimedia to hand-drawn illustration and custom photography. 

· Designing corporate branding and identity systems (logo design) and supporting and expanding existing systems. 

· Attentive, detailed, and organized file management.
Web Design
Experience in:
· Integrating interface and logo design of portal Web sites and building identity systems, including branding and CMS integration.
· Designing effective user interfaces for consumer Web sites.
· Coordinating all facets of Web and graphic design, from concept to final implementation.
Project Management
Experience in:

· Developing budget estimates.

· Developing work plans and timelines to ensure projects adhere to all guidelines and culminate in successful product delivery.
· Creating and presenting design and concept to client.

· Identifying client/project objectives and developing creative concepts to support them and attain goals.
Software knowledge:
· Graphic, page layout and image manipulation: Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, Fireworks and Adobe InDesign

· Web production: HTML Coding, Dreamweaver, Javascript and CSS and Macromedia Flash

· Presentation and multimedia: Macromedia Director, Adobe Premier, Sound Edit, and Flash

· Computer skills utilizing technology learning management systems; Microsoft Office (Word, Power Point and Excel); relational databases such as Banner, SFAATLAS, and others
Creativity in Management
· Able to multitask given highly developed time management skills.

· Highly organized and have established a multitude of resources (locally and nationally). 

· Able to inspire others; brings a positive attitude to projects which builds enthusiasm and creates a thriving environment for students and faculty alike in a learning/teaching atmosphere.

· Seeks to listen and collaborate with community; serves as a “bridge builder” with excellent leadership skills.

· Results-oriented, with a strong belief in the power of teamwork and consensus-building around creative solutions.

· Has developed a successful track record in promoting new ways of learning in foundation art courses.

· Seeks to foster a learning environment that is nurturing, safe, creative and productive.

· Effective intercultural communicator with a successful track record of cross-cultural collaborations honoring diversity.
2003-2004: Independent Contractor – Provided consulting service in multimedia, Web and graphic design. Selected clients include:

· Intel

· Hewlett Packard

· Reynolds Wulf, Inc.

· Genesee & Wyoming
2000-2001: Consultant, Microsoft Corporation – Designed computer-based training using Flash technology for corporate offices, nationally and internationally (Redmond, WA).
1999-2000: Consultant, Chief Visual Designer – Part of engineering team, WorldcurrentCorp.com (Renton, WA).
AWARDS AND HONORS:

2013
President's Diversity Staff Award, Portland State University (Portland, OR)
2012
Portland Community College's 50th Anniversary Diamond Alum Award (Portland, OR)
2012
Oregon Youth Authority, Services Volunteer Award (Woodburn, OR) 
2011
Honorable Mention, “DIALOGUE” Encaustics Masters: Inspirational Voices 

(Troutdale, OR)
2010
Exemplary Community Volunteer Effort, Asian Reporter Foundation 12th Annual Scholarship and Awards (Portland, OR)
1999
Honorary Solo Show, School of Fine and Performing Arts, Portland State University (Portland, OR)
1999
High Honors in Fine Arts, Portland State University (Portland, OR)
1999
Third place, Portland Women’s Crisis Line, poster contest (Portland, OR)
1998
First place, Portland Arts Festival, T-shirt design contest (Portland, OR)
1998
Member of Golden Key National Honor Society (Portland, OR)
1998
Oregon Laurels Scholarship (Portland, OR)
1997
Art Department Award, Portland State University (Portland, OR)
1996
Oregon Folklife Program, Traditional Art Apprenticeship, Oregon Historical Society
(Portland, OR)
MEDIA COVERAGE:
Selected Bibliography:

2013
Influx From the international students

2013
“Bits 'n' Pieces" feature, The Columbian

2013     “Two-day event looks at modern day international and American stereotypes of Islam 


 and Islam culture”, The Siskiyou

2012
“Sacred Language” feature, The Vanguard

2012
“Passing,” Polk County Cultural Coalition

2012
“Global Crossroads” (Ch. 27) with Bryan Hull (Portland Community College)

2011
Feature on international students volunteering at the St. Francis Dining Hall, Catholic Sentinel

2011
“Art exhibit provokes compassion, sympathy for others”, The Linfield Review 

2011
“International Students in Oregon” – OPB Radio, Think Out Loud

2010
"Born in a refugee camp, Kanaan Kanaan uses art to see a common humanity," The Oregonian

2010
“Bits 'n' Pieces” feature, The Columbian

2010
Oregon Public Broadcasting, "Art Beat" TV show feature (picked up by Jim Lehrer's national PBS show, "NewsHour")

2010
“On Art and Diversity,” KBOO radio

2009
“Graceful Names” art exhibit and fundraiser, The Tigard/Tualatin Times 

2007
“Passing,” KBOO radio

2006
“Image vs. Word,” The Beaverton Valley Times

2006
“Similarities between Christianity and Islam,” Catholic Sentinel

2006
“Honoring Similarities,” The Oregonian

2006
“Muslim Culture Celebrates,” The Portland Observer

2005
“Beauty as Common Ground,” The Oregonian

2005
“Jewish, Islamic, Christian influences,” Jewish Review

2004
“Religious complications,” The Oregonian

ART EXHIBITIONS:
Solo shows, selected examples:
2015 
“Nostalgia,” (Vancouver, WA)
2016
“Colors form the World,” Multnomah Library, (Portland, OR)
2013 
“From the Atlantic to the Gulf,” (Vancouver, WA)
2012 
“Ishlonak?,” (Vancouver, WA)
2011
 “Graceful Names,” Littman Gallery (Portland, OR)
2009 
‘Image vs. Word,” Muslim Educational Trust (Tigard, OR)
2006 
‘Image vs. Word,” Littman Gallery (Portland, OR)
2006 
“Words and letters,” Providence St. Vincent Medical Center (Portland, OR)
2002 
“The American Berlin Wall,” NewWorld Gallery (Portland, OR)
1999 
“Self Diagram,” Noury al-Kaledy Scholarship Foundation (Portland, OR)
1999
 “Self Diagram,” Fine and Performing Arts Gallery, Portland State University

(Portland, OR)
1997
 “Window for the Soul,” Hawthorne Arts Guild (Portland, OR)
Group shows, selected examples:
2017 
“From the Front Line,,” Evanston Art Center (Chicago, IL)
2010
“New Works Times Three,” North Bank Artists Gallery (Vancouver, WA)
2010
"Contact, Connect, Collaborate," Evanston Art Center (Chicago, IL)
2009
“Mosaic,” Cuentos Foundation, (Chicago, IL)
2009
“Art Beat,” Portland Community College, (Portland, OR)
2008
“Across the Divide,” Illinois State Museum (Springfield, IL)
2008
“Piece Process,” Pomegranate Gallery (New York, NY)
2007
“Piece Process,” Glenn & Viola Walters Art Center (Hillsboro, OR)
2006
“Kalimat,” ARC Gallery (Chicago, IL)
2006
“Peace and Justice,” Trinity Episcopal Church (Portland OR)
2005
“Common Ground,” Bilal Mosque (Beaverton, OR)
2005
“Common Ground,” Havurah Shalom (Portland, OR)
2004
“Wilderness Journey,” Jewish Community Center (Portland, OR)
2003
“Piece Process,” (Athens, GA)
2002
“salawat/tafilah,” ARC Gallery (Chicago, IL)
Conference Activity/Participation/Presentations
Have given presentations and/or participated in panel discussions focused on issues staff and faculty regularly face with international students, as well as topics related to cultural understanding and peace studies. Following is a list of selected samples:
2014
Sabeel Seeds of Justice for Israel/Palestine Conference, Portland, OR
2013
TESOL conference, Dallas, TX
2013
Peace Camp, Portland, OR
2013
Odyssey Leadership Youth Camp, Salem, OR 
2012
NAFSA Regional conference, Tacoma, WA
2012
Clash of Civilizations, Understanding the international, Ashland, OR
2011
Panel Discussion on the Arab Spring, PSU and PCC, Portland, OR
2011
Muslim Awareness Week, Portland, OR
2011
Understanding Islam Through Art and Architecture, Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, OR
2009
“Dialogue,” First Presbyterian Church, Vancouver, WA
VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES:
Selected Volunteer and Community Service:

	2009-Present

2009-2016

2008-2014

2002-2009
2010
2010

2009


2009

2003


2003


2002

2002


2002

2002


2002


2001
	The Art of Reconciliation Committee (Portland, OR) 

Member of North Bank Artist Gallery (Vancouver, WA)

Board member, Arab American Cultural Center of Oregon (Portland, OR)
Member of Piece Process, a national Arab/Jewish art group

MacLaren Youth Correctional Facility (OR Youth Authority)

Vice president, Membership, Portland State University Faculty Association (PSUFA Local 3571) (Portland, OR)
Art Director, Colored Pencils Art and Culture Night (Portland, OR) 

Irving Soccer League, Assistant Coach (Portland, OR)

Experiential Learning Institute (Portland, OR)

American United for Palestinian Human Rights (Portland, OR)

Founding member, Palestine Action Group (Portland, OR)

Art Front Collectives (Portland, OR)

Board member, Beaverton Arts Commission (Beaverton, OR)

Anti-Hate Radio Campaign (Portland, OR)

Friends of the international (Portland, OR)

Anti-White Supremacy Coalition (Portland, OR)




